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THE INTERMENT 


REV. DR. RICHARD PRICE, 


APRIL 26, 1791. 


T is not a common inſtance of mor- 
tality that now demands our attention. 


It is not a common perſon whoſe remains 


we are committing to the ground, and 


to whom we are paying one of the laſt 
tributes that can be paid of regard and 
affection, This, rangers (if any there 

be 


; © 


„ 

be who are ſtrangers to the melancholy 
cauſe of our aſſembling together), may 
collect from the tienen e to 
which we are witneſſes. They will na- 
turally ſuppoſe that it muſt be a character 
of extraordinary eminence and merit which 


could call forth ſuch a large and reſpectable 


company of mourners. Nor will they 


be deceived: for it is the great and good 
Dr. Pic whoſe obſequies we are cele- 
brating. When I ſay the great and good 
Dr. Price, I ſpeak language chat will not 
be ſuſpected to have the leaſt tincture of 
flattery : for I ſpeak language the truth of 
which will be felt by all who have formed 
a juſt eſtimate of his excellent writings ; 
by all who have diſcernment and ſpirit 
enough to value the warmeſt exertions 
for the beſt intereſts of mankind ; and by 

all 


„ 
all who have had the opportunity of being 
acquainted with his real worth. 

In the courſe of a liberal and learned 
education, it was not to comparatively 
trifling objects that our deceaſed friend di- 
rected his principal attention. He was 
not inſenſible to the elegancies of litera- 
ture; but his chief view was to lay a foun- 
dation for ſolid knowledge, by an applica- 
tion to ſciences of the nobleſt kind. It 
was on the great and fundamental princi- 
ples and obligations of morality, on the 
higher ſpecies of mathematics, on the 
{ublimer parts of natural philoſophy, on 
the true baſis of government, and on the 
queſtions which relate to the eſſential wel- 
fare and dignity of man, that his ſtudies 
were employed: and in the proſecution of 
theſe ſtudies, he not only enriched his own 


mind, 


(8 ) 


mind, but was enabled to become of eminent 


ſervice to his country, and to the world. 


By his moral writings he has laboured, ; 
with diſtinguiſhed ability, to build the 9 


{ciency of Ethics on an immutable baſis : 


and what he has advanced on the ſubject 5 
will always ſtand high in eſtimation; as: 
one of the ſtrongeſt efforts of human rea- 
ſon in favour of the ſyſtem he has adopted. ; 


For myſelf, I ſcruple not to ſay, that J 
| regard the treatiſe referred to as a rich 
treaſure of valuable information, ad 4 
deſerving to be ranked among the firſt pro- 
ductions of its kind. With reſpect to 
the other ethical works of our friend, 

every one muſt admire the zeal, and car- 

neſtneſs, and ſtrength with which he en- z 
deavours to lead men into pious views Of 


God, of Providence and of Prayer, and 


ta 


6, 


able diſpoſitions. 


4 


to promote the exerciſe of devout and ami- 
In conſequence of DocToR Price's 
profound knowledge in mathematical cal- 
culations, he was qualified, at a parti- 
cular criſis, for being of ſingular utility 
to his fellow citizens. A number of 
ſchemes for inſurance of lives, and the 


benefit of ſurvivorſhip, were riſing up in 


different parts of this Metropolis, and 


promiſing mighty advantages to thoſe who 


embarked in them. The ſuperſtructure 
was pleaſing to the eye, but the founda- 
tion was hollow and deceitful. If they 


had been perſiſted in, they would have 


been ſucceeded by the moſt ruinous effects. 


The widows and orphans who looked up 


to them for ſupport, would, in the end, 


have been plunged into poverty and diſ- 


B * -  trels. 
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( 10. ) 
treſss And theſe ſchemes would have 


been perſiſted in, and have been carried 


to an enormous exceſs, had not the bene- 


volence of our friend urged him to apply 
his peculiar knowledge in the inveſtiga- 
tion of the calculations on which they 
were built. By his wiſdom and his la- 
bours, by being eyes to thoſe that were 
blind in underſtanding, he diſpelled the 


deluſion, and thus was of unſpeakable. 


benefit to thouſands of families. In this 


reſpect he delivered the poor that would 


have cried, and the fatherleſs, whom there 


would have been none to help. The 


bleſſing of thoſe who might otherwiſe 


have periſhed came upon him; and he 


has given cauſe to many a widow's heart, 


that knew him not, to ſing for joy *. 


Job, Mir. 12, 13. 


But 
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But it was not in this inſtance alone that 


his great knowledge in calculations, rever- 


ſions, and compound intereſt, was emi- 


nently uſeful. While we omit to men- 


tion the many private caſes in which he 


Was conſulted, and wherein he performed 


much ſervice to thoſe who ſought his 


advice, gratitude will not allow us to for- 


get the ability and ſpirit with which he 


awakened the attention of his country- 


men to that grand political object, the 


reduction of the national debt. It was 


his wiſdom that directed to the beſt plan 
for accompliſhing a purpoſe in which 
the welfare, perhaps tha | ſalvation, of the 
Britiſh Empire is ſo deeply concerned. 
With him, it was that the ſcheme of the 
preſent miniſter is underſtood to have 


originated : and it is fervently to be wiſhed 


B 2 EET that 


( i4 } 
that there may always be that clear un- 
derſtanding, and genuine integrity, in the 
ruling powers, together with that anxiety 
for preſerving the bleſſings of peace, which 
ſhall enable them to carry the deſign into 
full effect. 

If we did not live in a venal age, it 
would be unneceſſary to ſay, that in all 
theſe things DR. Price was perfectly 
diſintereſted . ar k acted without deat 


„ i. S464 2 


in making this his ſole aim, he could not 


avoid receiving an ample recompence in 


the conſciouſneſs of his benevolent inten- 


tions and exertions. 


On the political writings in general 


of our venerable friend, it would be im- 
poſſible to enlarge, upon this occaſion, in 
any degree that is proportioned to their 


importance. 
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importance. What they are, is well 


known to us; and it is equally well 
known how widely they have been diſſe- 
minated, what controverſies they have 
raiſed, and what effects they have pro- 
duced. Even thoſe who moſt differed 


from him in principle, were forced to 


acknowledge the integrity and good in- 


tentions by which he was actuated. But 


to commend him only for his integrity 


and good intentions is feeble praiſe. It is 
not the praiſe with which I ſhall be con- 
tented. The higheſt applauſeis due to him 


for the large and noble views that animated 


his conduct. He was a ſincere, an ardent, 


and an enlightened friend to civil and re- 


ligious liberty. The diffuſion of civil 


and religious liberty, in their utmoſt ex- 


tent, was the wiſh and the joy of his heart. 
It 


— 


n 


s it then to be wondered at, that, with the 


zeal and talents which God had given him, 
he mould be remarkably active in pro- 
moting ſo infinitely valuable an end ? He 
gloried in promoting it, by his various 
productions, and his perſonal influence ; 


and in ſo doing he was equally inſpired 
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by a love to his country, and a love to 
| || mankind. I repeat it, that he was equally 
1 inſpired by a love to his country, and a 
love to mankind ; for that he fervently 
wiſhed for the proſperity of Great Britain, 
on the beſt foundations, as well as for the 
univerſal prevalence of knowledge, virtue, 
freedom, and happineſs, is evident from 
the whole tenor of his life. It was only 
from a love to his country that he was 
ſometimes induced to deliver ſentiments, 
which, though they might be offenſive to 


the 


i 
the pride of the nation, were, in his 
judgment, important and ſalutary truths. 
So extenſive was the convict ion of Dr. 
Price's abilities and worth, and ſo warm 
the approbation of his exertions in the 
cauſe of liberty, that perhaps there never 
was a private perſon who received ſo 
many marks of public eſteem. It would 
de impracticable to enumerate them. 
England, the United States of America, 
France, do all concur in teſtifying the 
ample honours that were beſtowed upon 
him. Throughout the whole of France 
he was regarded with a veneration and 
affection that cannot be expreſſed. The 
patriotic inhabitants of that Kingdom 
have conferred upon him the title of 
„ The Apoſtle of Liberty ;” and what- 
ever ignorance and prejudice may think, 


it 
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i 
it is a glorious title: for ſurely to defend 
and promote the civil and ſacred rights of 
mankind is one of the nobleſt employ- 
ments of human ability. | 

All the attachment that was ſhewn to 
him on the part of France, was fully 
repaid on his fide. In his laſt painful 
illneſs, the principal thing that he heard 
of with pleaſure, was good news from 
that country. Indeed, the joy which he 
derived from the French Revolution has 
been ſtrongly diſplayed to the public 1 
and it has occaſioned a diſcuſſion that 
will only tend to the defeat of the enemies 
of 3 May I never poſleſs the 
head or the heart of thoſe who do not 
exult in the emancipation of twenty-five 
millions of people from a wretched 


tyranny and deſpotiſm; in the diffuſion 
of 
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W 
of equal happineſs among ſuch numbers 
of men; and in the proſpect which is 
now afforded of the gradual melioration, 
and the growing, perhaps, too, the rapid 
improvement of the ſtate of the world 


in general! Amidſt the ſtrange eccentri- 


cities and obliquities of the human un- 


derſtanding, we have ſeen it to be poſ- 


ſible for the Revolution in France to 


be attacked by all the power of genius, 


by all the richneſs of imagery, and by 
all the luſtre of flowery and diverſified 
language; but the moſt brilliant efforts 


of this kind are no more than the 


coruſcations of the northern lights, 
which diverge into a thouſand lines, and 


entertain the eye with their various appear- 


ances; but which at beſt, preſent only a 
1 a ſplendid 
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a ſplendid confuſion, and foon end in 
total darkneſs. 


While our friend was employed on 


ſuch great objects, let it not be ſup- 
poſed that he neglected the duties of 


his profeſſion; for nothing would be 


more contrary to truth than ſuch a ſup- 


poſition. No one could be more faithful 


and zealous than he was in the diſcharge 


of the ſacred offices which belonged to : 


him as a Chriſtian Miniſter. As a Paſtor, 
his conduct was highly exemplary. His 
preparatory labours for the pulpit, were | 
the reſult of great care, cloſe thought, and 
devout reflection. And when he did appear 
in the pulpit, words can ſcarcely do juſtice 


to the advantage with which he appeared 


there. This advantage did not ariſe from 


any 


(nn) 


any ſtudied arts of addreſs, but from 


genuine unaffected piety and goodneſs. 


His devotions were accompanied with 


an humility and fervour that power- 


fully engaged every well diſpoſed heart; 


and his ſermons were peculiarly in- 


ſtructive, improving, and intereſting. In- 


deed, as a moral and practical preacher, 


he was almoſt without example. There 
was a ſimplicity, a ſeriouſneſs, an energy, 


in his diſcourſes, that made his hearers 


ſtrongly feel the beauty and excellence of 


virtue, and the deformity and hatefulneſs 
of vice. Hence he acquired a popularity 
that was the gradual reward of ſubſtan- 
tial worth, and which is far more deſir- 


able than the reputation proceeding from 


the glare of outward embelliſhments ; 


2 popularity that is moſt durable in its 


C2 nature, 


C00 J 
nature, and the moſt peaceful and pleaſant 
in the enjoyment. 

It was an addition to Dr. PRI E's uſe- 
fulneſs as a miniſter of religion, that he 
had acquired ſo much celebrity as a public 
man. Hence many, at leaſt occaſionally, 
attended upon him, who might otherwiſe 


not have {ought for the inſtruction and im- 


provement ta be derived from his labours 


in the pulpit, What he was as a practical 
Preacher may be learned, by thoſe who ne- 
ver heard him, from ſeveral of his printed 
diſcourſes, and eſpecially from his two 
ſermons on the Security and Happineſs of 


a virtuous Courſe, which deſerve to be im- 


a juſt and ſtriking picture of his own well- 


regulated mind; of his own ſtrong parti- 
cipation of the energies of goodneſs. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, what crowned the whole of his 


character, was its being an aſſemblage of the 


moſt amiable and excellent private virtues. 
His piety was ſincere, humble, and fer- 
vent ; his ſoul pure and elevated ; his views 
diſintereſted and noble. His manners were 
mild and gentle; and what particularly diſ- 
tinguiſhed them, was their unaffected ſim- 
plicity. This was apparent in the whole 


of his behaviour; it ſtruck every beholder; 


it recommended himto the love and eſteem 


of all who converſed with him. To in- 


trigue, to art, to concealment, he was a 


perfect ſtranger: he always looked and 
ſpoke what his feelings dictated; and his 


feelings were ever on the ſide of inte- 
grity and liberty, of humanity and bene- 


yolence, 
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You are ſenſible that I am now upon a 


topic on which, with the ſtricteſt truth, I 
| might greatly enlarge; but I reſtrain my- 


felf, Your own hearts have already ſug- 
geſted more than I can expreſs. Dr. PIR 
had no enemies, but ſuch as were enemies 


to his public principles; and among thoſe, 


who differed the moſt trom him in this 


reſpect, many were his zealous and affec- 
tionate admirers. | 

It would be impoſſible to do juſtice to 
the number and ref pectability of his friends. 


His friends were of the firſt diſtinction for 
rank, and knowledge, and virtue. They com- 


prehend the names which at preſent ſtand, 


or lately have ſtood, the higheſt in the re- 
cords of ſcience, of learning, of freedom, 
and of moral worth. With regard to his 


future 
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future fame we may ſay, in the language 


of Sacred Writ, that his memory will be 
bleſſed. It will be honoured by all who 


knew him; it will be honoured in this 


country; it will be honoured in America; 
it will be honoured in France; it will be 


honoured in every part of the globe, in 


proportion to the diffuſion of Juſt ſenti- 


ments concerning the rights of human na- 


ture. The applauſe of his talents and his 


virtues will be tranſmitted to future ages; 


and he will be united in the ſame cata- 
logue with the Lockes, and the Hoadlys, 
and the moſt eminent benefactors of man- 
kind. 


But will the honours which appertain 


to our beloved friend be confined to this 


/ 


world alone? No ; he will, we doubt not, 


be crowned with vhs: approbation of the 


Supreme 


tf) 
Supreme Judge in the great day of retri- 
bution. It was not to this inferior ſcene 
that his views were limited. He was not 
one of thoſe who entertain the gloomy ex- 
pectations of periſhing at death, but had 
a firm hope of immortality. His hope was 
grounded, in an eſpecial manner, on the 
evidence of the Goſpel. With that evi- 
dence he was well acquainted ; with that 
evidence he was fully ſatisfied; that evi- 
dence he gladly embraced. Indeed, it is 


our nobleſt conſolation that we have, from 


the declarations, and from the reſurrection 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch demonſtrable 


aſſurances of eternal life, This truth is our 


glory and our joy: it is the prime circum- 


ſtance upon which the genuine dignity of 


human nature depends. Hence did Doctor 


PRICE derive his faireſt ſupports; and 


hereby 


of 

8 

Z 

* 
7 = 
- 


x) 
£8 
#2 
A 
$; 
. 
* 
1 
923 
. 
1 
5 . 
2 
« 
1 
5 * 
<P * 
. 2 
9 
- 
N 
r 
5 
I; Tos 
0 N 
75 : 
P, 
” 
* 
4 


+ _ % * 8 £ 5 
TI 4 Cu : q — fx 
4 TRI / opanay, * on th fr ny LEAN 
EE 7 ANT ay OI ee PP 1 F 
EPS. IPL Wer e r 5 15 


* 
4 
2 
: x 
"38 
= 
35 ? 
1 
1275 
1 i 
79 
* 
p 3 
2 
23% 
A 
ET 
- 
Fred 
4% 
5 > 
5 
BA 
1 
* * 
2 
be. 
75 
3 
3 
* 
* 
2 
. 
. 
85 
Fes 
9 
7 1 
45 


2 


A 
K; 
* , 
"3%: 
74 
* 
© 
6k > 
, 2 
7 
7 
. N 
by <3 
2 
7 
4 
bon 
3 
«5 
n we 
5 
4 3 
8 
* 
Ny.» 
2 822 
„ 
* 


620 


hereby was he aniiriated in all his conſtant 


and vigorous endeavours for the advance- 
ment of truth and virtue, and the final hap- 


pineſs of man. 


Thus living, thus dying, and thus en- 


_ titled to eternal bleſſedneſs, what ſhould be 


our aim in contemplating upon his cha- 


racter? The beſt improvement we can 


make of our reflections upon it, is to 
propoſe the graces by which it was diſtin- 


guiſhed, as models for our imitation. The 


life of ſuch a man is an inſtructive leſſon 


of goodneſs, and ſhould inſpire us with the 


emulation of treading in the ſame ſteps. 


It may not be in our power to riſe to the 


like public ſervices, or to come near him 


in our intellectual attainments. But every 


one of us, by the bleſſing of God on our 


attention to our duty, our vigilance, and 


D ſelf- 


( 26 ) 
ſelf-government, may follow the example 
of his private virtues. This ſhould be our 


ambition; and in the exerciſe of ſuch a 


temper we ſhall render the affecting event 


of his death an inſtrument of ee 


our endleſs felicity. 

We know not how ſoon we may be de- 
poſited in this place, or in ſome other ce- 
metery. It is not many weeks ſince Dr. 
PRICE ſtood upon this very ground, at the 


funeral of a beloved friend, and not far 


from the remains of a wife who had poſ- 


ſeſſed and deſerved his tendereſt affection. 


He was deeply affected on the occaſion, and 
it was the laſt religious ſervice, of a public 


nature, that he ever performed. Here, too, 


on a day of . weather, he laid 


the foundation of the diſorder that acce- 


Speaker, 


lerated his deceaſe. When the preſent 


5 
a 
he 
+BY 
* 
* 
8 
1 A488 
i 
4 
1 
N 
fe 2 
29 % 
+ 
% 
. 
* F 
2 
«x! 
Re 
$8 
* 11 
8 
i 
95 
2 
2 
5 


, wn 


(6 


Speaker, and the preſent Hearers, ſhall fol- 


low him, is known only to the Supreme 


Diſpoſer of Events. Our grand buſineſs 


is to be always prepared; in which caſe it 


will be well with us in life, well with us 


in death, and well with us for ever. Amen. 
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